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Outline

Illustration on the market access scenario

Recheck – the understanding of HS nomenclature

Portal of CWS – Practical Training

Requirement for Creation of Infrastructure to deal 
with SPS and TBT Measures/ Case Study

Some basic facts about registered users to CWS Portal



Nine Barriers to Global Trade - World Bank Study

Source: World Economic Forum, 2013, “Enabling Trade Valuing Growth Opportunities”, World Bank, 
Figure 2. p 10.



Figure 1: Avg. MFN Applied Tariff Scenarios: 
In the Global Arena: 1988-2010

Source: Author calculated based on Trains and IDB databases from the WITS 
online database.

Figure 2: Increasing Trend in WTO-Compatible NTMs: 
1995 to 2011 

Source: Author calculations based the Centre for WTO Studies 
databases.



Relationship between Tariff and Non Tariff Measures

The Surface of a pond filled with water (or Tariff levels)

Very high tariff (>50%) 

high tariff (<25%)

Low Tariff Regime

Domestic 
Regulations
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Source: Authors own illustration

Present Market Access Negotiation under WTO

1. Ad Valorem –(Simple Avg.)

2. Non Ad Valorem – (AVEs only 2007)

1960’s



Trade Linkage: the HS Systems

Section-Cluster of 
Chapters (21)

HS 2 digit-Chapter (97[6]) 
ITC 99[8]-one)

HS 4 digit-Heading

HS 6 digit-Sub Heading

Up to 14 digits (TARIC)

HS 8 digit (Slit Sub Heading)

The CWS database 
will give you the 

trade linkage at 4 
digit level

Harmonised 
by the
WCO



Creation of CWS Web portal

 In the context of Doha Round (Market Access) it become
imperative to look beyond tariffs, as an instrument of trade
policy, - the average tariffs of these across the countries were
coming down and substituted by the WTO-Compatible
instrument like non-tariff measures (TBT and SPS) and these
were increasing year on year.

 So it was felt way back in 2003 that a database to capture
individual notifications and its link with the trade (i.e., HS
codes). Simultaneous, it was also felt that Indian exporter’s
needed to be aware of the notifications and their product
coverage. Hence, it was important to have comprehensive
database compiled but equally important to disseminate.

 Complete process took us six years (i.e., to collate and compile)
before the database was made public in 2009.

 The database is constantly updated with a lag of two months.



What is the Impact of SPS and TBT (NTMs)?

Nearly 19,071 TBT notifications January 1995 to February 2013, in
terms of product coverage roughly 99,008 at heading level (4 digit
HS)

Nearly 14,302 SPS notifications January 1995 to February 2013, in
terms of Product coverage roughly 1,21,553 at heading level (4 digit
HS)

So the total NTMs 33,373 notifications having a product coverage
of 2,20,561 until November 2012

 Including the broad product classification(BPC), for example like “All
products”, “Construction materials”, “Animal and animal products”, etc;

The total number includes the notifications made under the addition,
revisions and corrigendum;

Virtually, no tariff line is left untouched.



What is so unique about these two Database?

• With less than 10 % of total SPS/TBT notifications
with containing the HS Codes details. A viable answer
to many of our questions on account of market access
related issues where not possible.

• The coverage had to be increased (100 percent). For
this database needed to bridge this GAP – though an
objective approach that would certainly provide
answers to many key market access questions and thus
provide clearer picture.

• This then can be very useful for providing answers to
issues at a micro-level. It would be useful for the
exporter, importer, academicians, and apex
industrial bodies and trade policy makers.



The Actual Coverage of the WTO notifications 

SPS Notifications

• 9.5 % of the total notification actually contain 
some or the other information with regard to 
the HS codes.

TBT Notifications

• 15 % of the total notification actually contain 
some or the other information with regard to 
the HS codes.

So how did we manage to 
provide the HS code linkage?



Objectivity in the Product Coverage

• Product name

• ICS code (International Classification for
Standards )

• Description of content

• Any other relevant information in the
notification

Deciphering 
the actual 

intension of 
an actual 

notification:

ICS Code revealing the actual purpose a TBT Measure

A classic case of use of “ICS code” to reveal the actual intension of a TBT notification:

1. G/TBT/N/KEN/133, Dated 21/04/2009
2. Product name as : “COUNTERFEIT GOODS”
3. We would have categorised this TBT notification as either “All Products” or 

“Packaging and labelling”.
4. A careful study of the notification, we found a mention of ICS Code, it had 

07.080.
5. This  ICS code was designated to “genetically engineered products”
6. It was clear that this notification was applicable to only for  “Food and Food 

Products”

counterfied goods.pptx


How was the Trade Coverage issue addressed in the
notification?



SPS & TBT Databases 

the procedure for registration



First link: Commerce Ministry



Second link: IIFT Website



Google “NTM Network wiki”



Centre for WTO Studies Web site (http://wtocentre.iift.ac.in/)







Registration Process



Login ID and Password

 An automated unique Login ID and Password (the password can

customised), will be send to you to your email ID, as mentioned as part

of the registration process, with in few hours or a maximum duration of

48 hours.

 If it is not working, please check your junk mails, and for institutional

users find out if your Web ID is fire wall protected or not, this also

from our past experience we have found.

 Both the SPS and TBT Web Portals require separate registration.

 There are no restrictions on the number of registered within an

organisation.



Options Available for Searching on TBT Database



Options Available for Searching on SPS Database



Result for Search of HS Code 2002



Search Result for ISO-13.240.20



Searching for HS: 8401



Searching for 8401- more Parameters



Graphic and Empirical 
Evidences



Top Players in the NTMs
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Source: Authors own illustration

What is the Overall impact after the usage of CWS 
Database

1960’s



WTOs
WORLD TRADE REPORT 2012



World Trade Report 2012 - Forward by the DG WTO (Pascal Lamy)

• NTMs have acquired growing importance as tariffs have come
down;

• Clear trend has emerged over the years in which NTMs are less
about shielding producers from import competition and more
about the attainment of a broad range of public policy
objectives;

• Growing public policy concerns add significantly to the
complex nature and variety of NTMs deployed by governments,
calling for an additional layer of analysis to tease out the trade
effects of alternative approaches towards;

• The expansion of the public policy agenda means that NTMs will
not follow a path of diminishing relevance like tariffs have
done;

• the increased role of public policy becomes ever more present in
international economic relations as globalization intensifies
interdependency among nations;

• All this takes us to where the WTO comes in. Effective
international cooperation on NTMs as a key challenge facing
the multilateral trading system in the years ahead; and

• Finally a related point to the last is that NTMs figure
prominently among disputes brought to the WTO.

Seven 
Reason

s to 
take a 
fresh 

look at 
an old 
issue:



Nature of NTMs

1. Non-tariff measures, such as regulatory standards
for manufactured and agricultural goods, can
have a significant impact on trade — possibly
even more than tariffs — according to the latest
edition of the WTO’s flagship publication published
on 16 July 2012.

2. Director-General Pascal Lamy said “a clear trend has
emerged in which NTMs are less about shielding
producers from import competition and more
about the attainment of a broad range of public
policy objectives.”

3. Some of these are here to stay for a long term.



Thank you


